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'_Colorfu] flower has ohly one home—Site 300

Bright splotches of orange dol 2 steep.
grassy embankment amidst the hills of Site 300,
between Tracy and Livermone.

Those colorful flowers, popularly called the
large-flowered fiddicncck and scicntifically
dubhed the Amsincki grandiflora, are found no
where clse in the world. 3

They only grow ina small, abaul onesixth ol
an sore arca at the Lab's 7,000-acre chemical high
explosives lest ares along Coral Hollenw Roa.

Dring the course of a year, the Lab's claim
1o “waorld Mower Game™ only receives a lew visi-
tors, such as biolegists, botanists or fish and
wildhifc ofMezals wha specilically come o see the
large-flowered fiddleneck,

Iweo such visators, from The Nature Con-
servancy, a non-profit organization which works
10 protoct rare plant specses, came o Sie 300
list week

“This is one of the very sarest plants
Cahlernin and the Bay Aren and since it was
nearby, we were very inteeested to see in' sad
Barkun Leilner.

Lentner and feblow TNC botanst Robin Cox,
both from the proup’s San Francisco office, toured
the plant’s anea with LLNL'S James Lane, & senior
business services administrator assipned 1o Site
AHL

e
Robin Cox (left) and liwrbara Leitner of The Nature Conscrvaney ook over a large-flowered
fiddlencek plant at LLNL's Site 300, the only place in the warld where the plant groves.

By STEVE WAMPLER

Braving the threat of possible rattlesnakes
crawhing in the grass, the two bolamsis scouted
out the plant's environment and measured ifs
area,

“The thing that’s curious is they're {the
large-Howered fiddlencek) on this bank; why
arcn’t they somewhere el | eitner wondered
aloud.

While a 1980 survey lound there were 28
large-Nowered fiddleneck plants at the one small
area inside Site 300, Cox and | eitner estimated
kst week there are now from 30 1o L0 plants.

“It seems o have grawn probilically,™ Lane
sawd, aller noting the plant did oot bleam zt all
n 1983 for the fiest tme in recent years,

Last year's heavy winter and spring rains
viused the natural grasscs w grow up and 1o
choke out the lurge-flowered fiddlencck, Lane
expliined, :

Leitner suggested the reason the flower only .

grows in the small arca at Site 300 may be be-
cause some ecologival recuirement for the plant
is missing ih other arcas.

“Plants are remarkably good at dispersing
themselves and if they don't, you have to ask
yourself why." she noted.

* One special ecological feature of the plant
site, Leier noted, is that ils slope faces north,

g o

thus allawing less exposure to the sun and hold-
ing moisture a little longer.

In addition, another consideration is the lack
of human or amimal disturbance of the plant,
which can only be reached by chimhing a steep
embenkment ur going through a locked chain-link
fence, Leitner said.

Ine plant's surveval al Site 300 because of
its isplauen was also mentioned in 2 1981 repart
prepared for LLNL on the lurge-flowered
fiddleneck and the San Joaquin kit fox by
Goleta-based EGRG.

“Amsinckia grandifiora probably exisis
only because of the protectuon within o security
arca...,” the report’s authors said.

They noted livestock grazing no Jonzer ex-
1515 an Lhe site and that the arca is still subjected
to controlled burning while fires on agricultur-
allv-developed lands are strongly suppressed.

No activitics are allowed in the area of the
larpe-flowered liddieneck by LLNL, Lanc sasd.
adding, “We don't want to bé the ones 10 eradi-
cate the Nower.”

Tor her part, Leitoer indicated she believes

LNL has taken reasonabie steps 10 protect the
Amsincki grandiflora.

“Botanists have exhaustively searched for
this plant and have failed to find it in any other
place.” Leitner said. “We believe this is the only
place m the world where it is found.”

Knoan 1¢ bloom in April and May. the krge-
flowenal fiddlieneck at Site 300 is Jxcated near the
Lab's Drop lower, Bldg 858, which is wed
check the safety of tanspoctation cuntainers,

The plant is an annual, lowering in the
spring and then producing secds before dying in
the summer. The seeds germinate aller the fol-
lowing winter's rains, __

Thought 1o have been extinet in 1930, the
Jarpe-flowered liddleneck was found at Site 300 in
1938

The ssate’s Depariment of Fish and Game es-
fomates there are about 115 kinds of rare plants
which arc found at one site only in Calilomin—
anud ni where else in the world, Cox said.

Chess games to Levy

LLNLs Harry Nelson isn’t surprised at
the outcome of his “man vs, machine™ chess
match—just disappelnted. |

. The Cray-Blitz computer chess progrum
of Nelsmn and two other Americans Bost
three straight games in London Saturday, |
Sunday and Tucsday to British interngtional
Jmuster David Levy.

Levy und the Cray-Blitz program are
scheduled to square off once more today.

The chess program of Nelson and two
University of Southern Mississippi profes- |
5015 — Kobert Hyatt and and Albert Gower |
— hud computer hardware snags in the sec-
ond and third games and didn't moke its
moves in the required time, Nelson said
Tuesday in a phone call from Minneapndis,
Minn.

Nelson is there nt the Cray Co.'s head-
quarters using the firm's XMP/22 computer
and is in commumication with Gower und
Hyatt in London,

“I'm very disappuointed that we didn't
get to pluy (more), bat I'm nat particalarly
surpriscd by the outcome,™ Nelson noted.




